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OUR LITERARY AMATEURS, 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 





Sir,—It has often been a great source of 
wonderment to me that the Young Literary 
Amateurs of England have not been taken 
more notice of by influential parties’ than 
they have up to the present time. 

T am, however, of opinion, upon con- 
sideration, that the reason for. the neglect is 
obyious.. For instance, as a body, they 
have had too little confidence in themselves, 
and liave never striven to make themselves 
known to the world, or those who might 
ptomote their interests in any way what- 
ever. Now; with the Dramatic Histrionic 
Amateurs the case is widely different, be- 
cause their erideavours are for the most part 
made public, and the principal means by 
which tliey are made so results from the 
establishment and formation of their dif- 
ferent clubs, where it has been and now is, 
their practice to meet for the express pur- 
pose of study, trial, and improvement in an 
art eherished and loved. Amateurs hope 
that their exertions 1iiay some day prove to 
them a source of emolument, promotary of 
a famed reputation, 

It is quite true that one quarter of those 
who join Amateur Societies never appear 
upon the stage as recognised actors; and, 
it is also equally true that many join 
them merely for their own amusement, and 
the banishment of dull care. They might 
select a less innocent amusement. Of course, 
those who play entirely for their own amase- 
ment are without slightest hope of 
eventually appearing on the boards as pro- 





fessionals ; yet, it does so happen sometimes 
that these are the very parties who attain 
that end. I can give an instance of this. 
A young mah, formerly 4 neighbour of 
mine, was induced by another, a friend of 
his boyhood and scholar days, to visit occa- 
sionally an amateur performance ; the same 
friend, after a few visitations, also prevailed 
upon him to join the society, though with- 
out the slightest idea of its doing any thing 
other than merely affording hit an oppor- 
tunity otcasionally to take part in the per- 
forthanecs. By degrees, However, he took 


‘so great a liking to the profession, that ah 


actor he mus bé—~or nothing. Accordingly 
proper steps were taken for his being put 
forward, and he is now one of our low 
eomedians on the minor stage. These par- 
ticulars were communicated to me by a 
friend, and I reflected upon the subject. 

I argue, then, if Amateur Actors are 
brought forward by the aid of societies and 
clubs, why might not Literary Amateurs be 
benefited by a similar rule? Let a club or 
some place of amusement be established 
were youthful writers might assemble to- 
gether, upon set periods, for the purpose of 
bringing forth and testing any productions 
of their genius. Competent persons, of 
course, should be at the head of affairs to 
decide as wel oe or demerit of such 
as t be e 1A pamphlet issued 
ty gardens of the society—and ebn- 
tributed to by the 
once a fortnight or once 4 month, stating 

and affairs of the society, would 
also prove highly bencficial to the object in 
view, as tending to make it still more pablic. 
Young writers of plays, &e, might then 
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stand a chance of getting them produced, 
as it would be the duty of the chiefs of the 
club to endeavour to place them before 
managers after they had read and decided 
on the work of the productions laid before 
them by the members. 

Such, sir, is my humble opinion as to 
what might and could be done; but I fear 
that in the present generation no attempt of 
the kind will be made, for there are no en- 
terprising gentlemen who would attempt or 
perhaps care to form a club of the sort. 
The club, of course, should be supported 
by each member paying a subscription at 
given times, to defray necessary expenses. 

Were such an institution established, 
many would flock to join its votaries; 
and it might ultimately become widely 
known and supported. Other towns would 
then have speedily their Literary Amateur 
Clubs, as well as London, and it would be- 
come a national and established scheme. 
Until something of the sort (here hinted) is 
done, young authors must remain in ob- 
livion, unnoticed, and unknown, unless they 
are fortunate enough to procure a friend 
who could bring them forward in that society 
where they might perhaps discover a man- 
ager—a personage so difficult to get a sight 


upon lowering the prices of admission, to a 
seale that will be in accordance with other 
theatres, and to study the convenience and 
comfort of the audience to the utmost. ‘Lhe 
system so long complained of, in feeing boxr- 
keepers, is to be entirely abolished,-and 
these servants of the public, are to wear 
scarlet liveries, so that the audience will, 
without trouble, ‘ascertain who to apply to 
for places ; these and many other improve- 
ments will be made ; but one in particular, 
cannot fail to be advantageous—the saloons 
will be well regulated, as regards refresh- 
ments, which will be of the best quality, and 
at such prices that will ensure a beneficial 
result, both to the publie and proprietor, so 
that we may consider old Drury may yet 
return to its former palmy days, 

HAY MARKET. 

The notorious Jack Sheppard has made 
his appearance once more, in the persona- 
tion of Mrs. Keeley, at this theatre‘on Mon- 
day week. The first appearance of this 
inimitab.e actress since her severe accident, 
in this, her original character was the signal 
for a burst of warm and general welcome on 
her entrance, She looks remarkably well, 
and never played the part more effectively. 
In her hands, indeed, Jack Sheppard be- 








of on business of the kind, unless per- 
sonally known to him—that would examine 
and purchase their proffered ware. 

I have been led into the above rambling 
remarks, not from the hope of their doing 
any good for the cause, but merely with a 
view to remind your unknown literary 
readers that something might be done for 
them if proper and qualified persons would 
but take their cause in hand. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
C. T.S. 
METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 











DRURY LANE 


This theatre has been taken by the en- 
terprising caterer of public amusements, 
Mr. Smith, proprietor of the Marylebone 
Theatre, who, we understand, is determined 
to carry on the entertainments with the ut- 
most liberality and good management. He 
is now selecting the most eminent: artists 
that are disengaged : he has also determined 


comes elevated above the vulgar house- 
breaker ; his evil deeds seem to arise from 
the unfortunate circumstances in which he 
has been placed; while his generosity, 
courage, and gaiety, appear to spring natur- 
ally and spontaneously from his heart. The 
other characters were well sustained by 
several performers ; there was Pau] Bedford, 
prodigious as ever in Blueskin, shaking 
*high Olympus” with his} never-to-be- 
forgotten chaunts of ‘‘ Jolly Nose,” ‘* Now, 
farewell, my Rory-tories,” and in the “* Nix 
my dolly” chorus to Mrs. Keeley’s “In a 
crib in the stone jug.” Mr, Emery played 
with great dramatic power the part of 
Jonathan Wild; Mr. C. J. Smith as Moses 
Mendez, the Jew gaoler, was a very excel- 
lent substitute for Yates in the part; and 
Miss Ellen Chaplin was a great improve- 
ment in the part of Thames Darrel, origin- 
ally played by a young man named Butler. 
Mr. O. Smith appeared as Wood, the car- 
penter, formerly personated by Wilkiuson, 
and Mr. Parselle as Sir Rowland Trenchard, 
played originally by Mr. H. Maynard. The 
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first act was omitted in the representation, 
the piece commencing with the scene in the 
carpenter’s shop, where Jack is discovered 
carving his name on the beam. The ap- 
plause on the fall of the curtain was-warm 
and general. Mrs. Keeley was led forward 
by Mr. Paul Bedford amidst reiterated 
plaudits. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 


Since our last, their has been two revivals 
at this theatre, the one King Lear, the other 
the Merchant's Wedding; of the former, 
it is our pleasing task to observe, it has been 
placed upon the stage with all the care and 
judgment that has hitherto marked the suc- 
cessful career of Mr. Phelps’s management 
at this theatre, both as regards scenery, 
dresses, and every other appointments. Mr. 
Phelps played the old King’ with great abi- 
lity, and was applauded throughout his 
performance. Mr. George Bennett’s Kent 
was a rough and truthful representation of 
the blunt honest old soldier. Mr. Henry 
Marston played Edgar in a manner that de- 
mands unquallified praise for the artistic 
skill and feeling displayed by him. Miss 
Cooper gave a simple and touching portrait- 
ure of Cordelia; and Mrs. Ternan afforded 
a strong contrast in the character of the im- 
perious Goneril. Planche’s comedy of the 
Merchant's Wedding, which has not been 
acted since the season of 1828, when it was 
produced at Covent Garden Theatre, with a 
cast that included the names of Charles 
Kemble, William Farren, Bartley, Blanch- 
ard, Keeley, Miss Chester, and other names 
of highest celebrity in the histriouic art, 
was revived on Friday night, Mr. Barrett, 
who is a very rising actor, and a great fa- 
vourite, played the old Merchant in the 
comedy admirably, The “ Match at Mid- 
night” part of the comedy.we consider far 
the best, both in the situations and the 
dialogue, The scenes between  Plotwell, 
enacted jby Mr. H. Marston, and Amelia, 
admirably personated by Miss Cooper, are 
the most effective in the comedy. F.,. 
Robinson sustained the part of Lieutenant 


Valentine with much propriety ; and Mr.. 


H. Mellon in the character of the blustering 
bully Captain Quarterfield, swaggered 
through it undauntedly. Mr. Lewis Ball 
improves upon acquaintance, and the come- 





dy was well acted throughout, and was 
quite successful. The house was brim full. 


CITY OF LONDON. 


The recovery of Mr. E, F. Saville from 
his recent indisposition and return to the 
boards, wil naturally be hailed with enthu- 
siasm by all who appreciate public ability 
and private worth. His reception by the 
audience was cordial in the extreme, and 
evidently proved the high degree of estima- 
tion, in which this justly popular gentleman 
is held by the patrons of this establishment. 
The Vampire has been revived, and next 
week a host of rare novelties are to be pre- 
sented, with which to conclude the present 
season, Mr. Austin Lee is indefatigable in 
his efforts to promote the public comfort, 
and the entire arrangements of the theatre 
are admirable. 


STANDARD. 

A dramatic version of Uncle Tom's Cabin, 
has been produced here with signal success. 
The appointments and accessaries combine 
both splendour and novelty, and the caste is 
remarkably strong. Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Honner, acting with all their usual great 
skill and truth to nature, Mr. Lyon also 
obtained great and well merited approbation. 
The drama, which was thoroughly success- 
ful, is announced for repetition every eve- 
ning; it is from the repetoire of indefa- 
tigable Mr. J. B.\ Johnstone. Madame 
Wharton and her troupe have returned, and 
nightly excite enthusiastic plaudits by- their 
unusually graceful, ‘and perfectly unique 
poses plastigne. 

CASINO DE .VENISE. 

This charming retreat for young and old, 
who are fond of music and a delightful hours 
lounge, was opened for the season on Thurs- 
day last... During the recess many. and 
yery judicious alterations have been made 
the ceiling, of, the immense arena has 
been entirely re-moddled, three large gal- 
leries have. been added, to give greater 
ventilation, and in the centre of the largest 
hangs a, magnificent. chandelier with varie- 
gated ornaments, which has a most, superb 
effect, The decorations throughout are 
chaste and classic ; and the new orchestra is 
roomy, tasteful, and brilliant, being ‘sur- 
rounded by immense squares of plate’glass. 
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Mr. W. M. Packer's band performed many 
new compositions ina style that elicited 
unanimous applause. This gentleman is 
certainly the most clever composer of the 
present day of music suitable for dancing— 
the Glee, Quadrille, Odenwald, Redowa, 
Montrose, and . Fleur-de-lis ‘Valses, ‘and 
Heather Bell Polkas are charniing sclections. 
The refreshments are as usual cheap, good, 

and plentiful: ‘The saloon was very full of 
most respectable company. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 

Notrce.—In consequence of a domestic cala- 
mity having takeg place, in the Editor’s family, 
he begs to apologise to his numerous, friends | a; 
if he has neglected to answer their letters, 

Eaton can have the M.S, back if he wislies, 

SisLey.—His wishes are complied with. 

SuNNETT.—We have not the ess of our 
correspondent who writes the songs. There 
are many musicians who would’ set them ‘to 
musicm-Mr. Packer, 49, Rokabptesee, Cat 
enwell, would do it... 

F. C.—The, Lyceum, , is ‘not dineed to pam 
before October... , 

A. Seymour, ABERDEEN.——The, notices came’ 
safe. 

F, St. C.—The letter on Amateur aentenient 
in our next, 

THEsP1s.—The kneeling. is, ip..accordance with 
the text, and we do not remember to, have, 
seen it acted otherwise. 





AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN Amateur will most |, 
‘ ciently strong to reprchend the atrocious 


peng d be continued in our next. T..W 
R. W., and ‘Rid#arp H, are ‘informed that 
none of: the characters iutroduced are Iucti-’ 
tious. 

R, Kuneston,--Miss Horton is at: ‘Teiomouth; 
A letter for Miss Neville would. reach nai 
either at the Soho or the Cabinet. 

JAMES, —Miss Terry has been married to Mr. 
Lewis for. some, years. 

InQuIRER.-- Caldwell’s. Assembly. Booms pene 
not be let for a private party.. 

T, Somerson.—Richarde will onan wobolievsy 
at Michaelmas, . 


bd ,* TO. A MATEV RS. 
Sonaieatevernl parts are ‘unéold in Money ‘and’ 
The Lady of Lyons, to come of in atecoes 
days. an 
CaBinet.—Charactets wanted to wang wok 
Road to Ruin: Widow Warten» wanted, 


Fable and Holdfast, required to complete; tions, we Pate, not one, wor 


Twice Killed, The famous copiedy of. She 
— od She would, not, Severa), characters | 0 
requ 12 


bee 


—- 





The Theatrical Journal, 


WEDNESDAY, “SEPTEMBER Toth, 1852. 





BALLOONING CRUELTIES. 





¢ To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 
Sir,—The absurdities recently practised 
in ¢gnnection with ballooning are not, it 
appears, sufficient, to. satisfy the enormous 
sppetie for noyelty naw .exhibiting itself. 
enevolence must be sacrificed to appease 
its voracious demands, and, the .most revolt- 
ing cruelties he resorted to unless prevented, 
by law, or sufficiently denounced by out- 
“to chumanity. 
O.career eels the regions of space on 
the back of an animal may gratify the vanity 
of those, individuals who covert notority, 
at wish to, get. a name for the lowest and 
most , contemptible kind of intrepidity, but 
it has not, a single element. of that heroism 
that is worthy. of admiration. It merely 
proves, that the aeronaut, is as gaseous in 
the head as his. balloon, and unworthy of 
being called an ass. He invites death, and 
coquettes with suicide, 
ut where shall, we find language suffi-. 


cruelty. of taking up.a dumb, animal of con- 
siderable weight, by cords and. bandages. 
| Are there any. aeronauts who would like. to 
‘be thus treated ?, And if they would not be 
‘pleased with this, how much less would they, 
like to pustain a considerable. weight. upon, 
| their, backs? . Verily, their, ears, mpst be. 
| deaf to the groans of pained. innocence,.. . 
bee hearts, must. be destitute of sympathy 
th. suffering , thus to.act.. 0, gave ye, 

pee Meu, ye aerial horse and bull riders, to 


| torture the lower, animals, , Tell ug, if ye, 


can, and let. us. see whose seal and super- 
scription, such. authority bears... Surely it is 
fenly.¢ that of the Prince of the power of the 


teh those whe: can, hg ge such exhibi- 
say, They 


are , eine: Of a, nie ag.criminal, as it is, 





and seem determined, to denne 
thet hearts of, humanity,, s. 
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“CABINET THEATRE, RING 8 CROSS. 


pier dpaien 


fa ath ae Ciwa—The second --pers | 


formance of this society came off on Friday | 


last; the Lady of Lyous, Sister and J, and 
The Unfinished Gentleman ‘comprising ‘the 
entertainthent, Mr. Frederick St. Clair 
was engaged to manage, and theré was a 
visible improvement in all, the members 
through his excellent training at rehearsals, 

We are inclitied to think Claude Melnotte 
too long a role for Mr. Howe until he, has 
had more experience; we cannot conscien- 
tiously say more than that he ‘acted judici- 
ously ; the want of variety in his voice is a 
great’ bar to effect. Beauseant wanted 
physique, though he had a very decent idea 
of the character. We have seen Mr. T. P. 
Brown to much greater advantage than in 
General Damas. - The Landlord and Glavis 
were ‘very ‘well supported. © Miss Ellen | 
Fiest played’ Pauline for the first time. 

Generally, we must applaud her reading ; 
but in stepping from ‘the domestie to. the: 
poetic, she must abandon that redundancy 
of action, those ilfe zitimate screams, and the 
terrifie gestures whichi improve, heighten, and 
colour the effect in dramas; but appear be- 
yond nature in a five-act play, We are far 
from saying'that her performance was not 
meritorious ;' but what we have seen her do 
in Gertrude’s' Cherries, ‘All that Glitters 18 
not: Gold, and other pieces of a like stamp, 
constrains us ‘to conclude that.'the latter 
style is’ her forte, Miss Herbert played | 
Désehapelles, inher usual’ clever style; ‘we 
hear this: was ‘her’ last appearance in that 
part, and' congratulate her on ‘abandoning: a 
line of characters that holds -her’ animal 
spirits in obeyance. Miss Baddeley played | 
the unthankfal character of Widow Melnotte | 
carefully. | Sister? anid’ I’ followed. ‘The | 
performanees in thispiece was such a strange 
jumble of burlesque and absurdity | that we 
can scarcely characterize it, It contained a, 
very fast Irishman, who over-utted’ fright- 
fully ; @ countryman, ditto, ditto; a female 
servant, who with the two forenained, gave |. 
her, own, words. continually, instead of the | 
authors ; an assumed Frenchman who had | v 
evidently gone to’'sleép'and dreamed he was 
je a very tolerable ‘old’ man ; and a 


Serta? PN ,UOIWAI ti. eC 


very oni veaten. ene Apart from this 
‘catalogue must bel considered Miss Badde- 
ley’s. pleasant and unique impersonation of 
Rose Oe preety ‘the only thing in the piece 
‘that kept down. the frequent: deserved dis- 
approbation ot the audience. Mr..St. Clare 
had, nothing: todo with this piece, The 
farce.of Lhe Unfinished Gentleman. went off 
fayourably. - Jena Miller; Bill Downey, and 
‘Mary Chintz, kept up the fun, while the 
gentlemen were. AE _tepresented tolerably. 
The house was ful and the pit rather noisy. 


vet ‘SOHO ‘THEATRE, 


On Monday the performances here, were 
for the benefit, of ,Mr,.G., saryden; the 
house being extremely wellattended by a 
most respectable audience, ,.. The tragedy of 
Othello, and the: foneymoow were: the con- 
tents,of the: bill for the evening.»“Mr. Y. 
Emery, who' played Othello, is a very pro- 
mising amateur ; his person is ‘in his favour, 
and he: hdswfulb meflow round voice ;, his 
conception was very good, an@ in thany i in- 
stances hisi'execttion far ‘above mediocrity. 
He is rather given to ranting, this, he will 
mend of as He gets more matured, © “He was 
 Seqnentiy and deservedly a pplauded. | Mr. 
Edward’s Tago was/a very cabs and judi- 
cious reading oftli¢ part ; he wants bye-play 
to make up his acting, and nih gait upon 
the ithe 's rs rather awkward He . was fa- 
vonrably, received, throughout, his;, acting, 
Mr. Grey. as. Cassio, went through the cha- 
) racter very ee $ a Mr. Percival’s 
acting as Roderi zo, deserve notice ; 
it was gentlemanly and seems ‘and devoid 
‘of the buffoonery which’ amateurs: ‘generally’ 
‘invest she)characterowith; -weknow of no 
a equal to. him in the part. Miss 

Saxon improves her Desdemona is, an 
even performance ;' but’ she requires a little 
‘more power and: animation ; she must,ayoid 
‘the drawling manner. we observe she is get- 
fing into; she; looked. the, character char- 

- ‘and: met, with. frequent. applause, 
Of iss, Blancherd:as,Kmelia,.we have: had. 
frequent opportunities of noticing, suffice it 
‘to say she ‘never acted better; and-the en- 
thusiastic. oppeeie bo fog rested on ves 


‘welt deserving 
ome "Hinge b rf Ye 


are, per acted’ with " becoming 








‘propriety: and Mr, Stanley ag by Count, 
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was perfect, and acted sensibly. Mr. 
Brooks as Rolando, should endeavour to 
amend his alocution, it isa sad draw-back to 
his acting, for he had'a good conception of 
the character. Miss Nevill as Juliana,: in 
the cottage seene, played with great discri- 
mination, and merited applause; and Miss 
Saxon as Volante, was the best bit of acting 
she has yet favoured us with. We should 
have been happy to have witnessed Mr. G. 
Dryden's acting as Jaeques, but the hour 
was too late for us, being past twelve, before 
the first act was over, and we have a distance | 
of three miles to go before we can reach | 
our pillow: an hour was lost between the | 
play and the last piece. Bad management 
Mr. stage-manager. 





a 


MISS HARRIETT GORDON, 


We think this young actress deserves a 
notice of a separate character. Her recent 
performances at the Olympic, really reflect 
very great credit upon her, and ‘are clearly 
manifestive of very considerable talent. She 
enacts every character she undertakes, with 
unflaging energy, and will, doubtless, do 
much towards filling the house. Her viva- 
city is highly pleasing, aud puts the house 
into good humour, She will, in our opinion, 
stand high some day, in the profession, 
Iter singing, sometimes reaches real excel- 
lence. Her voice is clear and bell-like, it is 
also of considerable compass. We like her 
acting better every time we see her; ‘she 
seems thoroughly to conceive the characters 
she undertakes, and her personations are | 
clever and life-like. Sheis eminently adap- 
ted for the Olympic, and’ is becoming a 
great favourite. We would not check’ her 
boldness, although, we should like to see 
her a little less bold. We think she over- 
acts a little,. but, she is young and strong, 
and time will reform. this..evil, if indeed, it 
be one, (we don’t like to find fault), We 
heartily wish her success, ‘arid hope'to' fre- 
quently see her at our favourite house. 











” To the Editor of the Theutvioul Journal, 





Sir,—I attended the Queen’s. Theatre 
a few nights ago,. to witness-the debut of two 
ladies, A La Cushman in Romeo and Juliet. 
The balcony scene only being advertised— 





amore wretched attempt cannot be ima- 











gined. They were both Amateurs, and the 
lady who did Romeo, added to a bad figure 
and weak voice, was also afflicted with a 
lisp, and in every instance substituted W 
for R ; the effect was immense. These are 
the shamefyl exhibitions that degrade and 
bring the stage to contempt; for where two 
persons, physically incapacitated, are al- 
lowed to appear before a public audience, 
simply because they have presented the 
management with a pecuniary complement ; 
then, have they no right to expect a lenient 
criticism from the public, whom they have 
deceived and insulted. J.C. 





To the | Editor of the lheutrical: Journal, 





Sir,—It may appear strauge to some, 
that our theatres are so badly attended, to us 
itis not. If a performance is caleulated to 
send people into the arms of Morpheus, is it 
likely, they will go to see it? Not very. 
Are not the generality of the Metropolitan 
companies miserably inefficient? two or 
three stars in a firmament of clouds, are of 
not much use. Their lustre is to a great 
extent eclipsed. 

The present age is intellectual, and re- 
quires good acting, and entirety. Men do 
not now care to see representations, unless 
they are complete, they would rather stay 
at home and. read the productions'of the 
poets and wits, than go to see their charac- 
ters and works so attrociously treated as they 
are at some of our theatres. 

Why does not some manager get together 
a cleyer and even company? Surely this is 
not impossible. , His house would be filled, 
and his pockets too. . As things are now who 
cares to. goto the theatre? Not your obe- 
dient servant. 

ti 8. J. C, 





PROVINCIALS. 


MAcciesFietp.— Lyceum THEATRE.— Mr. 


Benson, has brought.his new play of Columbus 


aid placed it on the stage’in a manner that does 
him mnch credit. Messrs. Benson, Hastings, 
Lacy, S. Johnson, and Mrs. Hastings, all fill 
their parts with respectability—the principals 
being, recalled, It has given great satisfaction 
to full audiences, . The scenery, which is en- 
tirely new, painted by Mr, J. Johnson, and looks 
extremely well—he has been honoured with 
being re-called each evening in Romeo and Juliet, 
Mr, Benson disappointed us as Romeo. Mer- 
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cutio, by Mr. Hastings, was well eted Mrs. 
Hastings, as Juliet, played with much feeling ; 
Friar Lawrence, by Mr. H, Lacy, was in good 
hands, Mr. 8, Johnson created roars of Jangh. 
ter as Mr, Mouser, in the farce of Betsy Buker, 
which was the only piece that was well played at 
Mr. J. and Miss Jolnson's benefit, ,In the 
Battle ‘of Austerlitz and The Rose of Corbielle 
the minor characters’ were not perfect. 


ABERDEEN.—It always affords. us pleasure 
to hear of the success of old favourites. who 
have amused and instructed us upou onr local 
boards, we are therefore delighted to see from 
the Wolverhampton Press the favourable critique 
upon Miss Jessie Ryder, a native of Aberdeen, 
and who has established berself a great favourite 
in a recent debut in that city. The Wolver- 
hampton and Staffordshire Herald, criticising the 
pertormances says, “ Miss. Jessie’ Ryder makes 
most enchanting ladies’ maids, and witchingly 
captivates the audience by. her charming nairele 
with which she executes these characters.” We 
observe also from the poets corner of the same 
paper that Miss Ryder has excited the Muse of 
the district, which vents itself in a sonnet to her 
praise of very decided merit. We are indeed 
proud to see this notice taken of our * ain Bessie 
Lee, wi her face fu’ o’ smiles,’’ may she soon 
return to our fair city, where ‘‘she’ll, aye be 
welcome back again,” ' 

We undeistand that Mr, Milne (our eonntry- 
man) the Scottish vocalist, having finished his 
season in London and the provincial towns of 
England, has entered into an arrangement with 
an influential musical party in London ‘to sing 
five months in America, Previously to his 
crossing the Atlantic he proceeds to Edinburgh 
and the other leading, towns of Scotland to com- 
mence a series of farewell entertainmepts,, We 

wish him all success—fearing not but our trans- 
atlantic brethren will very soon. discover his 
merits, and reward him accordingly. 


SouTHEND,—Mr. Henry Betty, lias honoured 
us with his admirable delineation of ‘some 
of Shakespeare’s characters. The’ house’ have 
been very well attended, and Mr, Betty is a 
great favourite. -His acting in the Merchant of 
Venice, the partof Shylock may rank with any 
other actor on the stage, 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 








Mr, James Browne,the well-known comedian 
has sailed for America. 


Bury.—Mies''Fanny Kemble commences her 
readings here on the 4th proxitio. 


DeErBy.—Miss Louisa Pyne, Miss Dolby, 


“Miss Givn’s + deliglitfat pending of + Othello 
and King John have terminated for the present ; 
a repetition of them is looked forward to, with 
much pleasurable anxiety, 


Hererorn.—The Musical Festival commences 
on the l4th, Amongst other voculists engaged 
we fiud the name of Mr, Sims Reeves. 


The Adeljhi company, in consequence of the 
great attvavtion of Jack Sheppard, wiil continue 
to, play,a few, mghts longer at the Haymarket, 


Euraperprsi—Alexander,: tyrant of Pherera, 
was so affected on seeing the Heeuba of Euri- 
pides acted that he went out before the end of 
the first act, saving, “he was ashamed to weep 
at the misfortunes of Hereuba und Polyxena, 
when he daily imbrited his hands in’ the blood 
of the citizens,” He was afraid,” says Dacier 
“that his heart would be truly molified, «the 
spirit of tyrany leave his breast, and he go a 
private person out of tle theatre which he en- 
tered as'a master.’ The ‘actor who so sensibly 
touched him, with difficulty escaped with life, 
but was preserved by some remains of that pity 
he had so powerfully raise . 


Princess’s.— This theatre opens on next 


Saturday, under, the management of Mr. Charles 
Kean, 





THE WORLD IS STILL WAGGING. 
A Song’ for 1852. ' 
The world.is still wagging, but these are queer 


ays, { 
And folly goes on through the nation, 
For mankind are fall of so many odd ways— 
With excitement, or else agitation: 
Some people are fretting and fuming for this, 
For that there are others as eager ; 
Disputes on all subjects,and none come amiss, 
No. matter how foolish or meagre,. 


T'was only last samnier a Bloomer appear'd, 
The costume caused quite a commotion, 

And while some approv’d, there were others 

that sneer’d, 

“owas absurd "— a tidicalous notion ’— 

Now, very short garments, they certainly might 
To fastidions minds be distressing’; 

Yet, still, your long gowns in the mud ‘can’t be 


But an évil that must want “ redressing,”’ 


The ‘Great Exhibition’s,the boast of.our land, } 
A palace reared, all glass and iron ; 
Some wise ones declared that it never would 
stand, : 
"No one on ‘its stray: could’ rely on : 
That hundreds, and thousands, with ease it held 
Is a:matter for History's pages, [all 


Mr. Frank Bodda, and some other members of And wee these strange people, ge HY out it wont 


the London Glee and Madrigal Society, com- 





mence a series of concerts here next Saturday. 


To pull it all down now their rage is, - 
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At Westminster Palace they’re not without cares, 
"Tis said, they're in sad tribulation ; - 

For there sit the members, who give themselves 

airs, 

Beeause they can’t get ventilation : 

There's architect Barry and Reid cannot meet, 
Without insalt, each other displeasing ; 

And while these two worthies are both in a heat, 
Alas, the poor M. P’s, are “ freezing.” 


The “Corsican Brothers’’ have been all the rage, 
At the theatres with scarce an exception ; 
They bring up a phantom, so well through the 

stage, 
There never was seen such deception ; 
’Tis true the poor Ghost had nothing to say— 
But still the spectators are smitten, 
And a wag in the pit, said, on seeing the ray, 
’Twas the best part the author had written. 


Disputes with the busses no once can decide, 
Opposition occasions so many ; 
Last year you gave “ sixpence ” for many a ride 

Where now you pay only a “ penny.” 
Excursions alike in all places they seem, 
All you want is a ** shot in your locker ; ” 
In the country you go along way with the steam, 
In town a long way witli a copper. 


Political feeling will ever be strong, 
And seldom you find moderation— 

Free Trade was the cry, and we had it ere long, 
Call’d for by the voice of the nation, 

But proper in all things it may not be made, 
And I venture this hint on reflection, 

Let gentlemen vote as they will for Free Trade, 
The ladies they must have “ Protection.” 


John Ball, in ill bumour, can never last long, 
Though misfortune tiny make him feel humble, 
That when he sees things, as he thinks, going 
wrong, 
Why then it is high time to grumble: 
Dissatisfied persons tor ever one finds, 
“ Light as air,” there are “ trifles”” that teaze 
them ; ; 
I'm afraid this last “line”’ will not be to their 


ming, 
So Ill “cut it,’ and praps that may please 
them, 





ADVICE TO AMATEURS, 





1.—Strive after originality. Imitators are 
always despised, as they deserve to be. 

2.—Act in accordance with the dictates of 
nature, and not according to stage convention- 
alities. 

3.—Banish envy, and do all you can to de- 
velope the talents of others, Useful advice may 
often be giveu by individuals who cannot prac- 
tice it. 








4.—Adopt that line of busiuess for which you 
are by nature best fitted, 


5.—Let your conduct be unimpeachable in 
your dealings witq your fellow men; and on all 
occasions manifest suavity of manners, 


6.—Steadily set your face against all ilicit 
connexious, They frequently produce much 
discomfort, and deprive you of the inestimable 
jewel—a good name. 


7—Avoid driuking to excess. Thonsands 
have been ruined in mind, and emaciated in 
body by this gigantic evil. 


8. Study! study! study ! 
will never excel, 
cellence. 


Tragedians, Comedians, Actresses, Everybody 
—Go ye and do likewise. 


Without it you 
There is no royal road to ex- 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 





CASINO DE VENISE, 
High Holborn. 
Gres EVERY EVENING, — Magnificently 
re-decorated, with extensive alterations and 
improvements, New monstre crystal chandelier, 
&c. Mr. W. M. Pacxer’s celebrated Band 
will perform anentirely new selection of dance 
masic, iheluding ‘*The Glee Quadrille,”’ “Oden- 
wald Redowa,’’ “ Montrose and Fleur-de-Lis 
Valses,” ‘“‘Siren’s “ Scliottiscle,” “Rose du 
Matin and Heather Bell Polkas,” “The Ex- 
press Galop,” &c. Doors open at eight and 
close at twelve o’clock:— Admission 1s, 


Ne ADDITION — The Right Honourable 
[BENJAMIN D’ISRAELI, M.P., the Rev. 
Mr, Bennett (laté of St. Barnabas), the Maguifi- 
cent Group of the Queens of Henry VIII., with 
the splendid jewellery, costumes, &c., which has 
given general satisfaction; the Rtissian Giant, 
Loushkin, 8 feet 5inches high. The rooms, the 
largest in Europe, now lighted with gas.—* One 
of the best sights in the metropolis,”— 
Times. Open from Eleven in the morning till 
Ten at night, Admittance 1s.; Napoleon's 
Room and Chamber of Horrors,6d. BAZAAR; 
Baker Street, Portman Square. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months . ae 
Six Months .., +» Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months Four Shillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon’ at 4 o'clock by 
the Proprietor, W. Bestow, 10, Granyille Square, Penton- 
ville; and Sold by S. Y¥. Collins, 113, Fleet-street ; 
Vickers, Holywethstreet; J. Allehy Warwick-lane; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Gilbert, Paternoster Rcw; andall 
Booksellers and Newsvendors. 

Marichester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: ahd Mr. 
Lynch, Market ogres | J. E. Forsyth, 24, ‘Scotland Place 
Liverpool, Tobe had by order in any of the Provincial 
Towns, 


















